
Dear P r o f e s s o r  Bunge : 

I very  much l i k e  your suggestion o f  a t t r i b u t i o n  o r  p red ica t ion  f o r  what i t  

@&-those mental a c t s  e n t a i l e d  by both in fe rence  and hypothesis  f o r  which 

t h e r e  is  a s  y e t  l i t t l e  o r  no evicience i n  t h e  ape (I say " l i t t l e N  because some f ind  

i n f e r e n c e  i n  conservat ion,  and Sarah does conserve; but I leave  t h i s  f o r  another  

occasion).  What a lone  t r o u b l e s  me i s  the  p e c u l i a r a  na tu re  of the  proper ty  involved 

i n  t h e  a t t r i b u t i o n ,  Though the  l o g i c a l  r ep resen ta t ion  of a t t r i b u t i o n  far observa- 

s a b l e  and nonobservable p r o p e r t i e s  w i l l  no t  d i f f e r ,  I cannot bel ieve  the psychole- 

g i s a l  process  i s  t h e  same. I t  may be no s u r p r i s e  t h a t  apes a t t r i b u t e  redrmess t o  

apples ,  but  somewhat more of a s u r p r i s e  t h a t  they a t b r i b u t e  i n t e n t i o n s ,  knowledge, 

and t h e  l i k e  t o  ac tors .  Here too,  of course,  I cannot y e t  s p e c i f M  exact ly  what 

t h e  ape at t r ibutes--and e s p e c i a l l y  not  with r ega ro> to  the  d i s t i n c t i o n  between ob- 

servable/nensbservable--so i t  is a b i t  premature t o  pose the problem. al though I ' m  

sure you won't o b j e c t  t o  my posing it hypothe t ica l ly .  De you f ind  no problem i n  

the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a t t r i b u t i o n  may-be f o r  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  observable? 

2ic%%- David Pretaack 

Vtla  L e e r  Jerusalem lbundat ion 
PcO.B 4070 ,~srael----here -ti1 end of Damember 
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