UNIVERSIDAD DE BUENOS AIRES
FACULTAD DE FILOSOFIA Y LETRAS

June 28th,1960

Dear frofessor Popper:
Thank you for your letter of June 21.

The Spanish translation of ch. 1 of LSD is in press,
and 4 copies of it will be rushed to you as soon as they are born. The
other chapter will take more time. There have been difficulties with
the printing shop.

I am glad to hear that one of your studemnts consi-
ders translating LSD. (By the way, I proposed the pubdication of it to
the Buenos Aires University Press. They are very favourably disposed:
my long review in Ciencia e Investigaeidn impressed them. Bui they cannet
undertake it at present, because they kave taken too many commitments.) I
would be glad to discuss with him any translation difficulties he might
find - and there are a lot, because there is practically no literature on
metascientific subjects in Spanish, so that neologisms have to be iniroduc-
ed by the hundred, if possible by reaspecting the génie de la langue.

Thank you for your important Academy Lecture, part
of which I had read in the Indian Jour., Phil. As everything you write, I
found it very stimulating, and I discussed some of the poinis you make in
a lecture on the nature of empirical evidence. TYet, .Idisa.gree'c’_tlr::-mim
points:

(1) Although Socratic maieutic and Baconian induction have some points in
common (purification of the mind & attaining of certain knoWiedge) they
differ in that the former uses cr>isénsé @atalcdige-as an occasion for knowl-

edge “rather than as its source, because after all the basic dfleas are inmborn.

(2) Granted that felsity is easier to recognize than truth, still I do not
think that "we do possess criteria by which we can recognize falsity"(p.24).
If this were so, we might avoid falsity altogether: we would be in the pos-
session of The Methods but, of course, we would have to keep silent all the
time., I alwaya say that all our theories are false (I mean, our factual
theories), and all we can do igfto minimize falsity, not to eradicate it.

(3) The injunotionho justify knowledge by giving positive reasons need not
lead to authoritarianisnﬂbr to invoke some ultimate source of knowledge.



23A1A 20M3UE 30 OAQIZR3IVIVU
SARTIL Y AIS0O204IS 34 QATIUDAR

030,485 enul

treqgod Toseetor” teel
«IS enwl Yo 7Tedidel twoy 10} woy Anedl

e8Boxy ni st U8J Yo [ .do Yo molislemexd delmsgl edT
odT ,avod exs yedd B8 mooe es woy of bedswr ed [[iw ¢I Yo melyoo b bams
d¥iw eoidlwoitTib need eved exedT .emid etom sisd [[iw Tedqgudo wTerddo
«qodes jmiinmizg edd

-Ienoo simbuie 1woy Yo emo Fady tsed of balg me I
of 41 o nuidsoitbdug edd beeeqory I  yew edd ) &I maivsisastd eteb
:besogs b yldstwovel yiev oxs wed? .seexi yilavovinl setil soumsud edd
fonmse yedd vl .medd Dezmewqmi gdiospideevnl e sioneil ai weiver gmol ¢
I (.etneud iamoo gunem ood medsd ovell yed? semwsoed (dmeeerq s Fi sdsitsbaw
$dgim ed eetdflwoitTib colislemstd yns mid d¥iw sewosib of bslyz eod blwow
mo exuisxedil om yllsoitosxq ei eTedd eswessed . Jol & sxs exed! bns - bmit
-opborinl od of oved emalgoloen isdi os (deineqgE ni edosidwes oiliineioasism
«oupnel si eb eindy edi guidseqeer yd eldissoq i Dexbawd edi v be

i18q (otudos] ymebeok #nsdrogmi 1woy Tol woy usdT
I (odixw woy guidiyreve sA (Lidl w0l neibol edd mi bset bed I doidw Yo
ni edsm woy eimiog sdi To omoa besawoelb I bas  guidslumite yrev $i brwol
socim-ovewd setgsaib & (doY .eomshive [sobtigms To exudsn edd mo szwdsel =
taduioqg

ni e¥mioq emoe eved motfoubni meimoosd bue sidweism oitstool dgweds[A ()
vedd (epbefiford nisiteo Yo pminisids & bmim edd Yo motisoltizug) mommos
—Iworl 0} moimsogo ns mewentols¥sh Saméaicyo esev Temrol edd fadd of 1eTib
Jgarodai sts ssekb otnaa‘ odd [[s 1edls eausoed 20Ttoe u3f as medd -mxltat ogbe

Yo ob I [Itde ddwrd nsdd eatmpooet of telmse el yiialsgt Fsdd bednsid (S)
«(AS.q)"gtielst entmpoveT nso ow doidw vd sitedito meessoq ob ew" #adt Amidd
-8oq ed¥ of ed blvow ew :rtediegoils yFiels: biovs ddyim ew .02 eTew sidd II
add [f= dmelie geod ot eved bluow ew  serzos Yo Fud tbodieM odT ‘10 no tzasa

Ieutost two meem I) ealst exs meizoedd awo [L[s #adf yss mr.a I . ombd
.+t etsoibste of yom yrielet oximinmim ot ob meo ew [fs buo .(zsizoeds

fon been mmosset eviileoq saiviz Yf egbslwoml YRites odoifonuint edT (£)
egbelwomd Y0 sotwes stsmiilur emoz edovmi of m‘n.tmtuﬁ-mdtna of bsel

T 8_?. 9.9
Co 2061



UNIVERSIDAD DE BUENOS AIRES
FACULTAD DE FILOSOFIA Y LETRAS

//

We may offer reasons without pretending that they are inocorrigible. And the
refusal to justify theories does not lead to authoritariamism or to ultimat-
ism: it is an sutheoritarian attitude., I do not see how we could avold con-
ventionalism, or even the Fihrerprinzip, if we renouncd either the empirical
or the rational justification of knowledge of fact. But, of course, you can-
not have meant that literatly,ysince it amounts to a rejection of the require-
ment of testabilitys if so, I wonder whether the phrase should not be rewrit-
ten.

But these are minor points. With your main the-
sis I have always agieed avant la lettre, perhaps partly because, in my sci-
antii?b work,I never had oecasicn to rely on Protokollsatze.

A - L

Yes, I plan to attend the International Congress
in Stanford, although I have as yet neither the momey nor the visa, I am
contributing with a paper titled "The complexity of simplicity™; in the see-
tion devoted to the simplicity of hypotheses I refer to the Jeffreys-Popper
view, If you were not &8 busy as I imagine you are, I would ask you to read
and criticize the MS.

== i3 I too look forward to meeting you at Stanfords—
I need your criticism and advice on various subjects.

With best wishes, I am

sincerely yours,

. Mzrio Bunge
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