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Dear K a r l ,  

The R e v i s t a  Venezolana d e  ~ i l o s o f i a  h a s  a s k e d  m e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
a p a p e r  t o  a n  i s s u e  devo ted  t o  your  p h i l o s o p h y ,  I srm t h i n k -  
i n g  o f  w r i t i n g  something on your  t h r e e  worlds d o c t r i n e ,  

A s  you know, you succeedkd i n  shocking.  u s  a l l  when, i n  Amsterdan,  
you f i rs t  proposed t h a t  d o c t r i n e .  Kere w a s  the most f e ~ o c i o u s  
c r i t i c  o f  P l a t o  and Hegel  s u d d e n l y ' v j n d i c a t i n g  them to some ex- 
t e n t .  

What c o u l d  have  produced such  a  d e e p  change, if change  t h e r e  
was? I have  a  c o n j e c t u r e  and 1 wish  t o  t e s t  it by  a s k i n g  you 
whe the r  o r  n o t  it is  f a r  o f  t h e  mark. 

My c o n j e c t u r e  i s  t h i s .  I n  1966 you w r o t e  y o u r  "Quantum mechan ics  
w i t h o u t  ' t h e  observer" ' .  You defended t h e r e  t h e  t h e s i s  that 
quantum mechan ics  i s  an  o b j e c t i v e  t h e o r y ,  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  i.2 
d o e s  n o t  r e f e r  t o  any  s u b j e c t  o f  knowledge ( o r  o b s e r v e r )  and  more- 
o v e r  i s  n o t  t r u e  b e c a u s e  it happens  t o  b e  b e l i e v e d  by some people 
b u t  b e c a u s e  it c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  f a c t s .  Soon a f t e r  you f i n i s h -  
ed w r i t i n g  t h a t  p a p e r  you s t a r t e d  y o u r  Amsterdam address.  What 
more n a t u r a l  t h a n  t o  g e n e r a l i z e  t h e  thesis "P'nysics is o b j e c t i v e  
knowledge" t o  " A l l  s c i e n c e  i s  o b j e c t i v e  knowledge,  and even 
t h e  s c i e n c e  of  o b j e c t i v e  knowledge i s  o r  o u g k  t o  be objective, 
'i. e. s u b j e c t - f r e e " ?  

Was t h a t  a c t u a l l y  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  your  "Epistenoiogy w i t h o u t  a 
knowing s u b j e c t " ?  

Second q u e s t i o n :  wha tever  t h e  answer  t o  t h e  above q u e s t i o n ,  would 
you a u t h o r i z e  my t r a n s l a t i n g  your  a n s w * ~  and having it p u b l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  R e v i s t a  Venezolana  d e  ~ i l o s s f i a ?  

Love t o  b o t h  o f  you from Marta and 

J a r i o  Bunge 
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