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Dear Karl and Hennie 

Last night I dreamed of you, You and I were neighbors and we invi ted you 
t o  our house, When the  time came our house w a s  invaded by unknown people 
who s t a r t ed  t o  dance wildly a t  t he  tune of tha t  ha tefu l  American music. 
Marta a d  I were appalled but paralyzed. Finally I succeeded i n  ge t t ing  
away t o  w a r n  you tha t  you shduld not come. I found only Hennie (Karl was 
hiding somewhere) who received me with a bunch of small carnations from 
her  garden, That w a s  a l l ,  Not even a psychoanalist could make much of it, 
On the  other hand t h i s  decided me t o  ask you, Karl, a couple of nagging 
questions tha t  have been bothering me f o r  some time, 

1, How can you be both a part isan of evolutionary biology, and even of 
a biological theory of knowledge, and a dual i s t  i n  the  mind-body problem? 
It seems t o  m e  tha t  the whole point of being an evolutionary epi&emolo&f 
is t o  explain the  emergeno and fur ther  deirelopmeot of psychic capabili-  
t i e s  i n  a na tu ra l i s t i c  way instead of clinging t o  the untestable  hypothe- 
sis tha t  t he  mind is a separate substance from the  body, 

2. How can you be both a methodological individual is t  i n  t h e  philosophy 
of soc ia l  science and r e j ec t  any attempts t o  explain society i n  psycholo- 
g i c a l  terms, as when one says that  a given soc ia l  t r a i t  is kept as long 
as it benef i t s  a l l  or  m o s t  of t h e  individuals composing t h e  society? It 
would seem tha t  individualism - cum antipsychologism must r e s u l t  i n  an obscu- 
r a n t i s t  denial  of the  poss ib i l i ty  of soc ia l  science, ( Incidental ly ,  I am 
nei ther  an individual is t  nor a ho l i s t ,  but a systemist -- but t h i s  is 
another story. 

I am busy writing volumes 3 and 4 of my Treat ise  on Basic Philosophy; they 
dea l  with what I c a l l  s c i e s t i f i c  metaphysics. Marta is busy teaching and 
learning, and the  children ( ~ r i c  , 7, and S i lv i a ,  1 ) are doing fine: they 
seem t o  us t o  be beaut i ful  and in t e l l igen t ,  though a l s o  exceedingly se l -  
f i s h ,  We'll be spending the  next academic year i n  M6xico c i ty .  The 
universi ty  has asked me t o  supervise and launch a philosophy of science 
program, and Marta w i l l  be doing research at an i n s t i t u t e  of mathem@tics, 

I imagine you a r e  t e r r i b l y  busy, now tha t  Karl has become t h e  foremost phi- 
losopher and that  everybody has something t o  say f o r  o r  against him. So, 
although I ' d  love t o  have a reply t o  my questions, I'll understand i f  be 
keeps s i l e n t ,  

Love from Marta and 

I Mario Bunge 
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